Harmony Science Academy NW
Wednesday Mail

Week of 9/28-10/2
Expand Your Mind with Science…
I-SWEEEP TEAM 2010

HSA-NW Guidelines
· 12 students will be chosen to compete for 8 available I-SWEEEP team slots 

· Students and parents will meet with Mrs. Averill during the week of October 5th to discuss experimental procedure, paperwork, and weekly updates 

· Students that do not meet with Mrs. Averill during their assigned meetings will lose their spot on the I-SWEEEP team

· Students will receive feedback (from Mrs. Averill) regarding their experiment on a regular basis and may be required to do an increased number of assignments, experimental trials, etc. to further their project

· Students will be required to have input from a college-level professor, doctor, or other professional in order to ensure the project is at an appropriate, but advanced level

· Parents may be asked to provide transportation to a college or professional laboratory in order to facilitate the student’s advancement into I-SWEEEP

Students that are chosen for this team may conduct their experiment at school IF the lab at HSA NW

· Students will still need to provide all consumable resources needed for their experiment

***Students that are NOT chosen for the I-SWEEP team may apply individually to compete in I-SWEEP at isweep.org***

Timeline

meets ISEF rules and regulations regarding their specific topic
Student Selection Process

· September 28-October 2

Parent Informative Meetings

· October 5-October 16

Begin Weekly Student Meetings

· Fridays, beginning October 30

I-SWEEP

· April 14-19

Science Continued
 

From Ms. Davis... 4th and 5th grade science project IN CLASS Summary paper will be completed the week before Thanksgiving break."

 

Parents:  Please keep a close watch on the science fair schedule with your child.  This will help to reduce stress and ensure assignments are turned in on time.  Thank you for your support!
From the English Department…
Students will have access to the computer lab during homeroom time in which to take their AR tests!  However, students must have their reading logs signed by their English Language Arts teacher in order to take the quiz.  Students may leave their homerooms one at a time in which to take their quizzes with the appropriate AR pass.

SOCIAL STUDIES:

Attention 5B:  Permission slips and money are due to Mrs. Brans by Friday, September 25 if you want to go to the Texas Renaissance Festival!

From Administration…
Parents, we are asking your help in enforcing our dress code.  The dress code was created to help enhance a comfortable and disciplined learning environment for our students.  Students must be in dress code at all times while on the school campus.  Students are not allowed to wear skirts (unless for religious purposes), shorts, capris, skinny pants, or skorts.  They are to come to school in their uniform shirts, unless notified of special dress days.  

For other reference to our dress code, please review your 2009-2010 Student Hand Book. 

IT’S FUNDRAISING TIME AGAIN…
HSANW has teamed up, once again, with World’s Finest Chocolate to help raise money to support our school.  There will be prizes awarded to the students who raise the most funds for our school.  We would like to see each student sell two (2) boxes, but whatever you can do to help is greatly appreciated!!!  

This fundraiser will start on October 2nd.  Please fill out the permission slip, and return it with your child, so they may pick up their boxes of chocolate. We will have PTO volunteers at the school during lunches to issue the chocolates.  Students will only be allowed to pick up chocolates if they have the permission slips.

Thank you for all your help and support! 

IT’S BOOK FAIR TIME!!!

It’s Book Fair time! Harmony Science Academy Northwest will host a Scholastic Book Fair on Monday, October 12, through Friday, October 16th. Families, teachers, and the community are invited to attend the book fair featuring a fun theme: Destination Book Fair: Around the World with Reading!

When: Mon-Fri 8 AM – 3 PM

Where: The Library

The Book Fair will offer specially priced books and educational products, including new releases, award-winning titles, children's classics, interactive software, adult books, and current bestsellers from more than 100 publishers.
Please visit our Scholastic Book site at http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/hsanw  to volunteer or  find more information! 
In Other News….
Parents, please check with the front office for any outstanding balances you may owe for your child.  This may include lunches or any fees they may have accumulated.  
Supply Request from the Teachers….

We are in need of reams of copy paper.  Due to changes in our curriculum, this year we are making more copies.  We are asking for donations of copy paper so that we have an ample supply for the year.  

Your efforts and donations are greatly appreciated!!!

From the Library…
Any lost textbooks returned to the library with NO NAMES written inside the cover will be checked into the system – the computer will tell me whose book it was. When that student comes to check out another textbook from me, there will be a $2.00 charge that must be paid before I give the student a new textbook.

∙ Any lost textbooks returned to the library with the student’s name written inside the cover will be held until the student comes to claim them. There will be no charge to return textbooks with names written inside them.

Angela Brans, Librarian
Harmony Science Academy NW
abrans@harmonytx.org
TUTORIALS 
Dear parents/guardians,
Harmony Science Academy - Houston NW is dedicated to helping your child to succeed in school. With this aim, we will start offering tutorials for the students who need extra support. 
The tutorials are free of charge and they are mandatory. Unexcused absence, lacking materials or disruptive behavior will result in afterschool detention.
Tutoring is offered in order to provide additional assistance to the student. Our goal is to do our part to help the students to succeed. The students should do their part and put effort to achieve success. 
If your child is the tutorials you will receive a letter. You need to turn in the signed part of the letter to front office by October 5. 
Tutorials will be from 3.20 p.m. to 4.20 p.m. and they will start on Monday, October 5. 

	Swine Flu Update!

	[image: image1.png]



Allocation and Distribution protocols as well as local and regional stockpiles of antiviral are being addressed by the Department of State H Dear parents/guardians,
Health Services, and the Texas Education Agency is working to keep its 8000+ campuses informed. To keep abreast of current Center for Disease Control and Department of State Health Services reports, please click on the following links:
What You Can Do to Stay Healthy

· Stay informed. This website will be updated regularly as information becomes available.

· Influenza is thought to spread mainly person-to-person through coughing or sneezing of infected people. 

· Take everyday actions to stay healthy. 

· Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.

· Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based hands cleaners are also effective.

· Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way.

· Stay home if you get sick. CDC recommends that you stay home from work or school and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them.

· Follow public health advice regarding school closures, avoiding crowds and other social distancing measures.

· Find healthy ways to deal with stress and anxiety.

· Call 1-800-CDC-INFO for more information


	

	Home Visits!

Our teachers are working hard, going beyond their schedule and trying to visit our parents in their homes. The goal of home visits are to get parent feedback and ask about any concerns. Also to have a better communication and increase parent involvement in their child's education… This way build rapport and respect between the student, parent and the teacher which improves students' grades and behavior at school.


MOCK TAKS 1
Dear parents/guardians,

We will have our 1st Mock TAKS on October 6th. There will be a mock Math TAKS for 3rd thru 10th graders and writing TAKS for 4th, 7th and 10th graders in the morning. There will be Science TAKS for 5th, 8th and 10th graders in the afternoon. Based on test results we will rearrange tutorial groups.

Mrs. Oz Ekmen

Testing coordinator

sozekmen@harmonytx.org

Safety Issues…

Please do not allow your child to play in the parking lot before or after school.  This poses a safety issue for our students.  We do not monitor the activity in the parking lot before 7:15 a.m. and do not want any of our students getting injured.  Thank you for your cooperation!
Lost & Found

The Lost & Found room is nearly completed.  We are working to get everything organized so it will be easy for students to find their lost items.  Students may contact Mrs. Smith or Mr. Besli during homeroom or after school to get access to the room. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
World’s Finest Chocolate Fundraiser Permission Slip

Students Name:__________________________________

Grade:________________ Section:___________________

Number of Boxes:_____________________

Parent’s Name:___________________________________

Parent’s Signature:_______________________________

Contact Phone Number:____________________________

Issuer’s  Signature:_______________________________

