Harmony Science Academy NW
Wednesday Mail

Week of 10/28-11/3
Expand Your Mind with Science…

I-SWEEEP TEAM 2010

HSA-NW Guidelines

· 12 students will be chosen to compete for 8 available I-SWEEEP team slots 

· Students and parents will meet with Mrs. Averill during the week of October 5th to discuss experimental procedure, paperwork, and weekly updates 

· Students that do not meet with Mrs. Averill during their assigned meetings will lose their spot on the I-SWEEEP team

· Students will receive feedback (from Mrs. Averill) regarding their experiment on a regular basis and may be required to do an increased number of assignments, experimental trials, etc. to further their project

· Students will be required to have input from a college-level professor, doctor, or other professional in order to ensure the project is at an appropriate, but advanced level

· Parents may be asked to provide transportation to a college or professional laboratory in order to facilitate the student’s advancement into I-SWEEEP

Students that are chosen for this team may conduct their experiment at school IF the lab at HSA NW

· Students will still need to provide all consumable resources needed for their experiment

***Students that are NOT chosen for the I-SWEEP team may apply individually to compete in I-SWEEP at isweep.org***

Timeline

meets ISEF rules and regulations regarding their specific topic
Student Selection Process

· September 28-October 2

Parent Informative Meetings

· October 5-October 16

Begin Weekly Student Meetings

· Fridays, beginning October 30

I-SWEEP

· April 14-19

Science Continued
 From Mrs. Averill's Desk: 

Students in 8B, Pre-AP Biology and Pre-AP Chemistry should be actively working on their science fair PowerPoint Presentations.  This assignment is due November 5th (Pre-AP classes) and November 6th (8B).  Students need not complete their experiment to complete this assignment, however, students should remember that the science fair project should be COMPLETED no later than November 30th.  

 

We are also looking for volunteers to help with judging our 3-5th grade science fair on Saturday, December 12th.  If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Averill at maverill@harmonytx.org.

From Ms. Davis... 4th and 5th grade science project IN CLASS Summary paper will be completed the week before Thanksgiving break."

 
Parents:  Please keep a close watch on the science fair schedule with your child.  This will help to reduce stress and ensure assignments are turned in on time.  Thank you for your support!
From the English Department…
 

Parents of 4A and 4B, there will now be a blog available for news and events concerning my English and Social Studies classes. The URL is www.harmonyhunt.blogspot.com. Check it out!

Great American Spell Check!

Pledge sheets for the Great American Spell Check are due this Friday, October 30th; please return them to your English teacher.  The class-wide spelling test will be held next Tuesday, November 3rd. The pledge sheets will be returned after the tests are graded; all pledge money is due by Friday, November 13th.  Please give all pledge money to your English teacher.  School wide spelling bee will be held Saturday, November 14th.  

SOCIAL EVENT for ALL 7th grade ELA students: 

Who: 7th Grade ELA Students

When: Friday, November 6th, 6:50 pm (movie shows at 7:10 pm)

Where: AMC Willowbrook

What: Disney's- A Christmas Carol

Why: We will be starting our novel, "A Christmas Carol" around the corner, and I thought it would be a great way to get the students excited about the novel! This is strictly a social event, and the parents are responsible for their students. :) 

 

Parents and families are welcome, and strongly encouraged to attend the event!  

 

Again, this is strictly a social event for the students. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mrs. Sanders at lsanders@harmonytx.org
Fall Festival

October 30th, 2009 

Harmony Science Academy’s 3rd Annual Fall Festival will be held at the end of your child’s school day.  Your child’s homeroom teacher will be sending home a letter asking for your help in supplying goodies for the students to eat and to inform you if the class festival will happen during 6th or 7th period on October 30th. 

K- 5th grade students: Can dress as a character from their AR book or have a free dress day.  If your child chooses to dress as a character from their AR Book, the character cannot be scary or revolve around witchcraft. 

6th-10th grade students: Will have a free dress day. However the outfit worn must confirm to dress code requirements which include no skirts, shorts, carpi pants or tank tops. 
***Talent Show***

Parents and Guardians;
On Friday October 30th HSANW will hold a talent competition for
Kindergarten through 5th grade students. They will be performing on
stage from 5:00 PM until around 6:30 PM. In order to sign up for the
talent show, students will need to perform their piece in front of Mr.
Bear.  Tryouts will be after school anytime from 3:30 PM until 4:30 PM any Monday, Wednesday, or Friday from now until the day of the event. The top three winners will move on to a system wide talent competition held at our campus on November 6th, 2009.  Prizes for the top 3 students will be given at the end of both competitions for each category. There are two sections of students, Kindergarten to 2nd and 3rd to 5th, with three categories: vocal, instrumental, and dance.  The 6th through 10th  grade talent show will be held next semester. For and questions, please contact Mr. Bear at abear@harmonytx.org 
From Administration…
Parents, we are asking your help in enforcing our dress code.  The dress code was created to help enhance a comfortable and disciplined learning environment for our students.  Students must be in dress code at all times while on the school campus.  Students are not allowed to wear skirts (unless for religious purposes), shorts, capris, skinny pants, or skorts.  They are to come to school in their uniform shirts, unless notified of special dress days.  

For other reference to our dress code, please review your 2009-2010 Student Hand Book. 

	IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR PARENT(S) WHO HAS UNPAID MEAL BALANCES!!

	  

HSA-NW MEAL PAYMENT PROCEDURE !

*****We started to not give lunch students who have unpaid balance starting Monday (10/05/09)!!!*********

HARMONY SCIENCE ACADEMY-NW uses a computerized meal system that requires parents/guardians to PREPAY money into a STUDENT’S account. 

Each family participating in the breakfast and/or lunch programs or purchasing only milk should send a check to cover a minimum of two weeks.
This money is placed in the student's account and as each child charges a meal or milk, the computer deducts the price from the family’s account (similar to having a meal checking account). 

UNPAID MEAL BALANCE PROCEDURE
HARMONY SCIENCE ACADEMY-NW will not give lunch to student(s) whose balance is negative (even negative $1.00) and/or not paid. Unpaid balance students will have only one bagel during lunch till parent pay off the balance and parents have to pay $1.00 for bagel.
Please make sure that your student(s) account balance must be positive to get lunch from school. 
PLEASE PAY THE AMOUNT IMMEDIATELY!!

Thank you for your understanding…


In Other News….
Red Ribbon Week

Next week our teachers will be talking to the students about drug awareness.  In celebration of Red Ribbon Week, we are asking the students to wear as much red as possible on Friday, November 6th.  Help support Drug Awareness!!!

**Students will have free dress Friday, October 30th.  Elementary students may dress in costumes that portray a literary character.  Students who free dress must be school appropriate!  NO skinny jeans, capris, or skirts please!

Parents, please check with the front office for any outstanding balances you may owe for your child.  This may include lunches or any fees they may have accumulated.  
10th grade students will have a field trip to Rice University on Tuesday, November 10, 2009.  More information will be sent home in next week’s mail.
	DONATE COMPUTERS FOR AR PROGRAM
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We need our parent’s support to run the Accelerated Reading Program in the school more efficiently. If you have any Desktop or Laptop that you do not need at home, please donate to your child’s school. We will locate the donated computers in the classrooms and students will be able to take AR quizzes immediately when they finish reading a book. 


From the Library…
Any lost textbooks returned to the library with NO NAMES written inside the cover will be checked into the system – the computer will tell me whose book it was. When that student comes to check out another textbook from me, there will be a $2.00 charge that must be paid before I give the student a new textbook.

∙ Any lost textbooks returned to the library with the student’s name written inside the cover will be held until the student comes to claim them. There will be no charge to return textbooks with names written inside them.

Angela Brans, Librarian
Harmony Science Academy NW
abrans@harmonytx.org
TUTORIALS 
Dear parents/guardians,
Harmony Science Academy - Houston NW is dedicated to helping your child to succeed in school. With this aim, we will start offering tutorials for the students who need extra support. 
The tutorials are free of charge and they are mandatory. Unexcused absence, lacking materials or disruptive behavior will result in afterschool detention.
Tutoring is offered in order to provide additional assistance to the student. Our goal is to do our part to help the students to succeed. The students should do their part and put effort to achieve success. 
If your child is the tutorials you will receive a letter. You need to turn in the signed part of the letter to front office by October 5. 
Tutorials will be from 3.20 p.m. to 4.20 p.m. and they will start on Monday, October 5. 
	Swine Flu Update!
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Allocation and Distribution protocols as well as local and regional stockpiles of antiviral are being addressed by the Department of State H Dear parents/guardians,
Health Services, and the Texas Education Agency is working to keep its 8000+ campuses informed. To keep abreast of current Center for Disease Control and Department of State Health Services reports, please click on the following links:
What You Can Do to Stay Healthy

· Stay informed. This website will be updated regularly as information becomes available.

· Influenza is thought to spread mainly person-to-person through coughing or sneezing of infected people. 

· Take everyday actions to stay healthy. 

· Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.

· Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based hands cleaners are also effective.

· Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way.

· Stay home if you get sick. CDC recommends that you stay home from work or school and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them.

· Follow public health advice regarding school closures, avoiding crowds and other social distancing measures.

· Find healthy ways to deal with stress and anxiety.

· Call 1-800-CDC-INFO for more information


	

	Home Visits!

Our teachers are working hard, going beyond their schedule and trying to visit our parents in their homes. The goal of home visits are to get parent feedback and ask about any concerns. Also to have a better communication and increase parent involvement in their child's education… This way build rapport and respect between the student, parent and the teacher which improves students' grades and behavior at school.


