Harmony Science Academy NW
Wednesday Mail

Week of 11/11-11/17
Dear Parents….this is just a reminder that state law prohibits the use of cell phones in school zones.  Please refrain from using your phones during drop off and dismissal times.  This poses a safety hazard to our students entering and exiting the building.

Thanks for your cooperation in this matter.  Our students’ safety is top priority!

HSANW Staff
Thanksgiving is fast approaching and now is the perfect time for us as parents to let our children's teachers know how thankful we are for their hard work!  The PTO will be hosting a Staff "Happy Thanksgiving Luncheon" on Tuesday, November 24th and we need YOUR help!  Please contact Julianne Srirama julesrirama@yahoo.com (281)477-6889 if you could donate a food/drink item, paper goods, or money to purchase these items.  I have a Menu set up and just need volunteers to provide the items or money to purchase them.  We will also need volunteers that day to set up for the event. Thank you for helping us make our school a great place to be!    Sincerely, Julianne Srirama (Parent Volunteer)
Expand Your Mind with Science….
From Mrs. Averill's Desk:

 

There will be a science fair project display board help session on Saturday, November 21st from 10am-2pm for 3rd - 5th grade students.  Students will be able to use the computer lab and printer at school to print out board materials.  Students will be charged 0.10 cents per page printed.  More information will be sent home next week regarding materials that need to be provided by students that wish to attend the help session.  Please see Mrs. Averill for more information.  

 

6-10th grade students will begin working on details for their Science Fair Research Paper next week.  Research papers should be turned into your child's science teacher no later than December 10th.  Please contact your child's science teacher for details related to this assignment.

 From Mrs. Averill's Desk: 

Students in 8B, Pre-AP Biology and Pre-AP Chemistry should be actively working on their science fair PowerPoint Presentations.  This assignment is due November 5th (Pre-AP classes) and November 6th (8B).  Students need not complete their experiment to complete this assignment, however, students should remember that the science fair project should be COMPLETED no later than November 30th.  
There will be a Science Fair PowerPoint Presentation Help Session on Friday, November 6th.  The session will be held between 3:20 and 5:00pm.  There is limited space available in the computer lab, so please sign up with Mrs. Averill by Thursday, November 5th to attend.  Students must come prepared with a rough draft of their PPT presentation!  Please email Mrs. Averill at maverill@harmonytx.org should you have any questions. 

 

We are also looking for volunteers to help with judging our 3-5th grade science fair on Saturday, December 12th.  If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Averill at maverill@harmonytx.org.

From Ms. Ghandi... 4th and 5th grade science project IN CLASS Summary paper will be completed the week before Thanksgiving break."
For third grade science fair:  Constants and Variables worksheet is due Fri., Nov. 13.
 
Parents:  Please keep a close watch on the science fair schedule with your child.  This will help to reduce stress and ensure assignments are turned in on time.  Thank you for your support!
From the English Department…
 

Parents of 4A and 4B, there will now be a blog available for news and events concerning my English and Social Studies classes. The URL is www.harmonyhunt.blogspot.com. Check it out!

Great American Spell Check!

The pledge sheets will be returned after the tests are graded; all pledge money is due by Friday, November 13th.  Please give all pledge money to your English teacher.  School wide spelling bee will be held Saturday, November 14th.  
All 7th Grade ELA Students:

 

We will be starting "A Christmas Carol" on November 30th. You need to purchase the novel through www.prestwickhouse.com or you can purchase the novel through Mrs. Sanders for $5. The money is due to Mrs. Sanders by Wednesday November 11th. If you have any questions, please email her at: lsanders@harmonytx.org. 

4th grade Required Outside Reading projects are due Friday 11/13/09.
From Administration…
Parents, we are asking your help in enforcing our dress code.  The dress code was created to help enhance a comfortable and disciplined learning environment for our students.  Students must be in dress code at all times while on the school campus.  Students are not allowed to wear skirts (unless for religious purposes), shorts, capris, skinny pants, or skorts.  They are to come to school in their uniform shirts, unless notified of special dress days.  

For other reference to our dress code, please review your 2009-2010 Student Hand Book. 

	IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR PARENT(S) WHO HAS UNPAID MEAL BALANCES!!

	  

HSA-NW MEAL PAYMENT PROCEDURE !

*****We started to not give lunch students who have unpaid balance starting Monday (10/05/09)!!!*********

HARMONY SCIENCE ACADEMY-NW uses a computerized meal system that requires parents/guardians to PREPAY money into a STUDENT’S account. 

Each family participating in the breakfast and/or lunch programs or purchasing only milk should send a check to cover a minimum of two weeks.
This money is placed in the student's account and as each child charges a meal or milk, the computer deducts the price from the family’s account (similar to having a meal checking account). 

UNPAID MEAL BALANCE PROCEDURE
HARMONY SCIENCE ACADEMY-NW will not give lunch to student(s) whose balance is negative (even negative $1.00) and/or not paid. Unpaid balance students will have only one bagel during lunch till parent pay off the balance and parents have to pay $1.00 for bagel.
Please make sure that your student(s) account balance must be positive to get lunch from school. 
PLEASE PAY THE AMOUNT IMMEDIATELY!!

Thank you for your understanding…


From the Library…
Any lost textbooks returned to the library with NO NAMES written inside the cover will be checked into the system – the computer will tell me whose book it was. When that student comes to check out another textbook from me, there will be a $2.00 charge that must be paid before I give the student a new textbook.

∙ Any lost textbooks returned to the library with the student’s name written inside the cover will be held until the student comes to claim them. There will be no charge to return textbooks with names written inside them.

Angela Brans, Librarian
Harmony Science Academy NW
abrans@harmonytx.org
Calling All Readers!

Do you love reading to children? We are looking for volunteers to read to our K-3 students during their library periods. If you are interested, please contact Librarian Angela Brans at abrans@harmonytx.org, or call (281) 444-1555 ext. 122.
	

	· 

	

	Home Visits!

Our teachers are working hard, going beyond their schedule and trying to visit our parents in their homes. The goal of home visits are to get parent feedback and ask about any concerns. Also to have a better communication and increase parent involvement in their child's education… This way build rapport and respect between the student, parent and the teacher which improves students' grades and behavior at school.


Expand Your Mind with Science…

I-SWEEEP TEAM 2010

HSA-NW Guidelines

· 12 students will be chosen to compete for 8 available I-SWEEEP team slots 

· Students and parents will meet with Mrs. Averill during the week of October 5th to discuss experimental procedure, paperwork, and weekly updates 

· Students that do not meet with Mrs. Averill during their assigned meetings will lose their spot on the I-SWEEEP team

· Students will receive feedback (from Mrs. Averill) regarding their experiment on a regular basis and may be required to do an increased number of assignments, experimental trials, etc. to further their project

· Students will be required to have input from a college-level professor, doctor, or other professional in order to ensure the project is at an appropriate, but advanced level

· Parents may be asked to provide transportation to a college or professional laboratory in order to facilitate the student’s advancement into I-SWEEEP

Students that are chosen for this team may conduct their experiment at school IF the lab at HSA NW

· Students will still need to provide all consumable resources needed for their experiment

***Students that are NOT chosen for the I-SWEEP team may apply individually to compete in I-SWEEP at isweep.org***

Timeline

Begin Weekly Student Meetings

· Fridays, beginning October 30

I-SWEEP

· April 14-16
Last Chance to Pick Up Fundraisers!!

HAS-NW PTO will be distributing E.T. books one last time on

Wednesday, November 18, 2009.
Dear Parents and Guardians:







I am pleased to announce that HSA Houston- NW will be having a school wide spelling bee on Saturday, November 14th, 2009.  The winner of this spelling bee will compete in the county spelling bee, which could propel one of our students to the Scripps National Spelling Bee!  The top 5 spellers from each grade will participate in the school wide spelling bee on November 14th.  We are inviting all parents and guardians to our school wide spelling bee to cheer on your children!  We have been providing a spelling bee club during the after school program to help those motivated spellers succeed in this wonderful opportunity to compete in the Scripps National Spelling Bee.  

Spelling Bee fundraisers: We will be holding 2 fundraisers for our spelling bee.

1. Great American Spellcheck  

2.  English Department:  We will be selling food and candy at the school wide spelling bee to help provide educational and supplemental materials for the English Department (K-10)  

Important dates to remember

Class/Grade spelling bee top spellers announced by:  Wednesday, November 4th  

School wide spelling bee:  Saturday, November 14th

Tentative schedule and times: 9:30 am check in


 during the bee 

10:00 Introductions 






10:30 1st round begins






11:30 1 hour break






12:30 resume bee






1:30   ceremonies

We are also asking for parent volunteers to help with our spelling bee.  Please signup for any committees in which you would like to help.  








       Teacher Coordinator
___________________________Fundraising 
Mrs. Aguilar and Mrs. Glover

___________________________Awards

Mrs. Hunt

___________________________Food and setup
Mrs. Cheatham and Mrs. Sanders

___________________________Parent Volunteer
Ms. Scott and Ms. Cole


Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns

Mrs. Glover- English Department Chair, Spelling bee coordinator

kglover@harmonytx.org
Free Dress Days
Dear Parents,


Students now have the opportunity to earn free dress days. Students can earn a free dress day for good behavior (this will be given out on a daily basis by a teacher) or meeting their AR point goal each six weeks. 

Your child must come in school uniform everyday unless he/she has received a free dress pass from their teacher. 

If your child comes to school out of uniform, your child will be sent to the office to call you. 
Your child will be kept out of classes until he or she is dressed appropriately and all class time they miss will count as an unexcused absence. (Per Uniform Policy on the school’s website)
Free Dress Guidelines:
Pants and Slacks: 
 Must fit properly. 

 May not be baggy. 

 May not sag. 

 No low waist pants. 

 May not be cargo style. 

 Belts must fit properly and not hang down when buckled. 
Jeans maybe worn as long as they are not skinny jeans.
Footwear 
 Girls: No sandals, clogs, high-heels, platform shoes, hiking boots, or snow boots. 

 Boys: No sandals, hiking boots, or snow boots. 

