Harmony Science Academy NW
Wednesday Mail

Week of 12/02 – 12/08/09
Practice TAKS testing will be held Thursday, December 3rd and Friday, December 4th.  See attached checklist for schedule information!
Expand Your Mind with Science….
 From Mrs. Averill's desk:

Science Fair is approaching quickly!!!  3-5th grade science fair display boards are due Friday, December 4th.  Please contact your child's teacher directly for specifics regarding completion of this assignment.  

 

Science fair will be held on Saturday, December 12th for 3-5th grades only.  Students should be at school no later than 8:30 to sign in and set up display boards.  A detailed letter will be sent home with your child next week regarding the event schedule.  Students should dress in their "Sunday best" or in uniform.  Please remember that dress code will be enforced.  

6-10th grade students will begin working on details for their Science Fair Research Paper next week.  Research papers should be turned into your child's science teacher no later than December 10th.  Please contact your child's science teacher for details related to this assignment.
From Mrs. Aguilar…
Third grade Science Fair Display Boards are due on Fri., Dec. 4.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

Third grade Science Fair Oral Presentations will be done in class on Fri., Dec. 4.

Science Fair is on Sat., Dec. 12.  Students should arrive between 8:00 am and 8:30 am to set up their projects and booths.  Judging will start at 9:00 am.  Parents will not be allowed in the auditorium during judging.

 
Parents:  Please keep a close watch on the science fair schedule with your child.  This will help to reduce stress and ensure assignments are turned in on time.  Thank you for your support!
MUSIC DEPT. FUNDRAISER!!!
"Let's Make Beautiful Music Together!"
Help Mr. Bear's Music Department organize his Orchestra.  We need your help to decorate our Harmony Tree.  Buy an ornament, $1, put your name and grade, and hang it on the tree.  All money collected will benefit the brand new Harmony Science Academy Houston NW Orchestra.  Ornaments will be sold during lunches, in your child's regular music class and during homeroom!  
Please email Mr Bear abear@harmonytx.org if you have any questions!
Math Dept.

From Mr. Rasul…
I want to practice math with some 5th and two or three 4th grade students who performs very well at math in order to prepare Math count team for next year (Bay the way only 6-8 graders can participate at math count. This is a middle school wide competition). Depending on their performance some of them will be chosen for next year Math Count Team. At the beginning I want to start practicing with up to 8-10 students. Any student interested in this should let me know due Monday. Students interested in this will have on level math test during next week. Depending on their result some of them will be chosen.
Social Studies


The Social Studies Department is sponsoring a school wide geography bee through National Geographics GeoBee. The Geography Bee is open to students in 4th – 8th grade. It will be held on December 15, 2009. If you are interested in participating, contact Mrs. M. Smith. 

From Administration…
Dear Parents,

HSANW will no longer accept cash payments beginning December 1, 2009.  Please make your checks payable to HSANW.

Thank you!

If you have picked up chocolate boxes for fundraising, PLEASE turn your money in to Mr. Mesut, or the front office, as soon as possible.  We still have several boxes that have not been paid for and the school is held liable for payment to the chocolate company.

	IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR PARENT(S) WHO HAS UNPAID MEAL BALANCES!!

	  

HSA-NW MEAL PAYMENT PROCEDURE !

*****We started to not give lunch students who have unpaid balance starting Monday (10/05/09)!!!*********

HARMONY SCIENCE ACADEMY-NW uses a computerized meal system that requires parents/guardians to PREPAY money into a STUDENT’S account. 

Each family participating in the breakfast and/or lunch programs or purchasing only milk should send a check to cover a minimum of two weeks.
This money is placed in the student's account and as each child charges a meal or milk, the computer deducts the price from the family’s account (similar to having a meal checking account). 

UNPAID MEAL BALANCE PROCEDURE
HARMONY SCIENCE ACADEMY-NW will not give lunch to student(s) whose balance is negative (even negative $1.00) and/or not paid. Unpaid balance students will have only one bagel during lunch till parent pay off the balance and parents have to pay $1.00 for bagel.
Please make sure that your student(s) account balance must be positive to get lunch from school. 
PLEASE PAY THE AMOUNT IMMEDIATELY!!

Thank you for your understanding…


	Home Visits!

Our teachers are working hard, going beyond their schedule and trying to visit our parents in their homes. The goal of home visits are to get parent feedback and ask about any concerns. Also to have a better communication and increase parent involvement in their child's education… This way build rapport and respect between the student, parent and the teacher which improves students' grades and behavior at school.


Expand Your Mind with Science…

I-SWEEEP TEAM 2010

HSA-NW Guidelines

· 12 students will be chosen to compete for 8 available I-SWEEEP team slots 

· Students and parents will meet with Mrs. Averill during the week of October 5th to discuss experimental procedure, paperwork, and weekly updates 

· Students that do not meet with Mrs. Averill during their assigned meetings will lose their spot on the I-SWEEEP team

· Students will receive feedback (from Mrs. Averill) regarding their experiment on a regular basis and may be required to do an increased number of assignments, experimental trials, etc. to further their project

· Students will be required to have input from a college-level professor, doctor, or other professional in order to ensure the project is at an appropriate, but advanced level

· Parents may be asked to provide transportation to a college or professional laboratory in order to facilitate the student’s advancement into I-SWEEEP

Students that are chosen for this team may conduct their experiment at school IF the lab at HSA NW

· Students will still need to provide all consumable resources needed for their experiment

***Students that are NOT chosen for the I-SWEEP team may apply individually to compete in I-SWEEP at isweep.org***

Timeline
Begin Weekly Student Meetings

· Fridays, beginning October 30

I-SWEEP

· April 14-16
